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BHP Applies to E

BHF is opplying o wxpand the Ekoti mine lo
include 3 now kimbedite pipes. The company
is hoping to drain the waler held in Sable and
Bearteoth  Lokes o mina  the ‘diamonds
beneoth. BHP has applied for now leases for
the Pigeon and quie pipes. A houl roed ko
connect the Schle pil o thee processing phant
has alss been proposed. Development of the
Baariooth pipa will not require o new lease as
it falls wnder axisting plans, Applications ore
olso badng made for other changes 1o the
ehisding how mine-area water will be
tored and discharged neat tha Misery pit fon
tha north shoee of Lo de Gras).

Many. environmental issies will need fo be
idorad during - the  review of these
apphicofions. The proposed mine pil of Sabls
lakg is lecated in o differant area from the
cther devalopments. How B the orea vsad by
wildllife? How will @ mine pat chonge his?
‘Whl effect will the nesw rm(.r;ave on wildlifa
movemen? The proposed read cuts Meeugh
two eskers, and the orea bebween  them
appears to be o productive wesland habilat
The proposed development at Sable Lake is of
additional cancem ta the Manitering Agancy
o4 it 15 lecated in @ new ‘drainage system that
ends in Exuter loke rather than Loc de Gros,
Faw will this affect fish and waler qualing

Waler neleased from the Misary pit area will ba
diverted 1o o swies of small’ lakes baloee
anbaring Loc du Souvoge, Eects of this change
n the aquadic enviranment are unknown,

The Ekaii Diomond Mine is growing, and B will
confinue o do 3o over its Iug}r_-limc Because of
this, upcoming  decisicns ' aflecting = the
anvirenmend must be moda corefully.

Tha Agancy is nol o regulatony authonty, and is
ol sesponsible for issuing leases or licenses,
However, # s commined 1o ensuring  Ihat
gevainament eguladory officials are aware of
s quesions  duing  thair | environmental
review and - permitling of the proposed
developments. Port of the Agency's mandaie i
tor help ensure that the envirconmental regulafion
of the Ekali mine is elective. In keaping with
tis, the Agancy hos offsred its assisionce and
ochvice te regulators when considering these
changes ko the peoject, and will p:ovi:g,- Ingnd
e engure that wise envirsnmantal decisions are
made, In this cous, the Agency has specific
concerns about fish and puatic enviranments,
ond hew dhe polential cumulative effects of
davelopment may affect wildlifo:

Agency Commends DIAND
Almough the cument mine af Ekok hay clready
undergene - emvironmantal review,  these  new
pioposals were not included, For thosa, BHP
rieeds the epproval of voricus * outherites,
Including epproal from the NWT Wiaker Board
DAANDY i3 the autharity in charge of issuing
land leases. Initially, BHP applied for permits
for thase new developments as though they
ware simple estansions 1o current landuse
permits; DIAMD, however, did nof aecept the
opplicatians bocauss they felt that BHP wos
proposing new kinds of activitis thot da nal
fit under the existing leoses. DIAND then
suggested that BHP subwmit applications for
enfiraly new’ permits

The Moniloring Agency commends DIAND
for ‘ensuring that appropriate informalion is
submitied with these project changes sa thal
maore coreful consideration can be given ta
thase | applications 'dnd  the - relaled
anviranmental effacts
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xpand Ekati Mine Project

Who We Are

The Independent Environmanial Manitoring

Agency, o public waichdog for envirenmantal
management af Ekati Diomond Mine at loc de
Gras, was creoted os & condition of the
Environmenicl Agreemant sigined by BHF,
Canodo and GMWT January 6th, 1957, The

Diractors appointed fo the Agency are;

mandale of the Agancy s spelled oul in Article
IV af thet Agreamant. The Indapandent
Environmental Maniloring Agency Seciety
consists of BHP, Canada, GINWT, Kitkmeét Inuit
Assaciation, Dogrib Treaty 11 Coungll, skajicho
inealy &, and Morth Slove Metis Allionce,

Red Pedersen [Chairparson) appoined by Kikmeal Inuii Association
Tony Pearse (Vice-Chalrpérson) eppointed by Dogrib Treaty 11 Council
Francois Messier [Secretary-Treasurer) appolnied by BHP/Canada/GNWT

Fikrgl Berkes appointed by North Slove Metis Alliance

Pater McCart appainted by BHP/Canado/ GNWT

Kevin O'Railly. appointed by Akailcho Treaty &

Bill Ross appeinted by BHP/Canada/GNWT
Admimistralive and managemeni services are provided by

Hal Mills [Manager)
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Lutsel K'e Hosts Monitoring Agency

ni respanse 1o an invisation from Chiel Florence
0 lique, the Manitaring Agency Froveled o
Lutsel K'e o meet with the community in loie

Cat

Cctaber. | The © Agency  met  with'  Chief
Cathalique, Elders, and the  Wildlife, Lands
and © Environment  Committes  io  discuss
& snmental issves concening the  Ekat

1 The Agancy alse held o communiry beast,
whiere directors and stalf had the chanca ta

talk and meat with many communily mambers,
Rasidonds of Lutsel K'e axprossed their inberast
and concern ovar many environmental aipects
of the Ekoh mine. Community members wera
particularly concerned over thie possible effocts
af Bkah on fish and waldlife, and on the
environmenial effects thot Ekaii may have in
combination with the proposed Diavik mine.
Poaple dlso wonted 1o kaow how BHP plans 1o
bring the Ekaii mine site bock lo more
notrol condifions  ofer the mine
closes down, and suggested that the
Maoniloring Agency belp te promota
the wse of Traditional Enowledge in
mine management.

The Moniloring Agency lound the
visit helpful and informative, and

plans to eontinue consulling with commuiilies
aboul ehviranmental aapects of the Ekai
mine. Many thanks fo the people of luiiel K'e
for your hospitality and for coming cut fa falk
with ws,

Agency Pleased with 1998 BHP Wildlife Monitoring Report

4 recant review of the 1998 Wildlife' Effects
Manitoring Program has concluded that many
mpravements ko wildlite monilaring have bean
made this post year. The' Board of the
ndopendent  Environmental . Monitoring
Agency wos pleased with the overall quality of
thé report and felt the document set o standard
of ‘quality for anvironmental moniloring  at
Ekati, Specifically, the Agency wos impressed

with the overall guality of the infermation
provided, and felt that the report did o good
job of showing how wildlife effects menitoring
fits into averyday like af the mine site. Although
the affects of diamond mining an wildlife will
not be completely claar for several years, the
Agency is pleased to nole that in 1998, BHP
wos clearly taking  wildlifa  monitoring
seficushy.

What wildhfe is being monitored ar Ekati?
Aspart of i Wildlife Effects Maonitoring
P-a?ranl_ BHP is involved in several ongoing
studies which laak inte the affects of the mine
on thesa animals;

* Cavibou * Upland Breeding Birds
* Grizzly Bear . * Loons
* Wvalves * Birds of Prey

* Winlerines

Traditional

Monitorin g
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How con froditional knowledge be wsed 1o
help manage the envitonmental effects af a
diomond mine® That wos the main quastian
addressed al o recent warkshop held in M'Dile
on December %th and 10ih. The ‘waorkshop
was oiganized and locililated by the
Monblaring Agency ol the ripuesl ol
)«Llﬂllgﬂ'“.r ﬂlgﬂllllurlﬂn!. kEplEhI:lllﬂHW.‘E (?I[
the Kitkmeot Inuit Association, Dogrib Treaty
11, Yellowknivas Dane, lutsel K'e Dane ond
e Morth Shave Mets Alliance porticipated at
the warkshep, alangside BHP and Maniloring
sentalives

Under the Environmental Agreement, BHF is
required 1o fully - consider - traditional
knowledge as well as scientific knowledge for

tha environmenial manogement of Ekati. In

Kmnvlfrdgﬂ Wnrkshop in N'Dilo: A Success!

addition to Aboriginal erganizolions sharing
theli experances in canducting  kaditianol
knowledge research, the workshop wos an
oppertunity - for describe their own
en wnental | mong mant r']lﬂﬂi 0 -Ilf||
parlicipants - could - better  win
proces

erstind the

The oim of the workshap was 1o serve a5 o
point for linking hraditenal knowledge
resoych thor Aboriginal arganizations want to
conduct with iha informalion neaded by BHP
fee the enviranmental management of Ekali, By
the end of the warkshop, o resolution had
Been unanimously :arriuj:b',r cll zeganizations
to wark cooperativaly in furthering discussions
on incorporaling woditional knowledge into
the enviroamantal manogement of Ekah,

M om'mr‘iwijg
Programs at Ekati Agency Web Site

Al present fims, the Monboring Agency s
assembling a complete list of things currantly
basing moniterad ot Ekati. This list will include
wvaything from  air  quality, aquatics, - and
archogslogy, for axample, 1o spills, and waste
anogement. The il will be avoilable in

March, 1999,

il

s ol

The Indepandent. Envircnmadial  Monitoring
Agency has a new web address, ob
www.manitoringagency.net

The site includas:

* Information oboul the Ageicy such as "who
wa ore’ and ‘whar we de’

* The Environmental Agreement

* The 199798 Annual Report

* Tha Abariginal and Community lssues Report
frem the BMP and Wates Board EA Hearings

* Agency Resource Cenlre Lisiings

* The Ekati Monitor Mewshetier

# Haflinks to ciher related site

The public is inviled 1o comtoct the office
af ha Indepandant Environmentsl Moniloring |
Agancy 1o pass on concerns aboul the
| environmenicl monagement of the Ekati
| Diomond Mine, or 10 learn obout the
Menitaring Agency’s activities I

! How to Reach Us

j MNWT Communicalions Cenira |
VA 810 81200 4%h 51,

E FrazElile ‘r'allpwkpll‘ﬁ MNT X1A 1P f

By (Tal: [BET) 66881410 00004

Fox: (887) 6499145



